
Orange County's aging population is having major
impacts, including increased demand for
healthcare, social assistance, and public transit. 

Orange County's population is gradually getting
older, with the median age rising from 36.1 in 2010
to 39.5 in 2022 (1). The portion of residents aged 65
and older has grown from 9.8% in 2000 to 16.4% in
2024, and it's expected to reach 29% by 2060. This
age group is the only one predicted to grow as a
share of the total population, increasing by 66.4%
between 2024 and 2049 (5).
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This aging trend has notable economic impacts. The need for healthcare services will rise, with
healthcare and social assistance jobs already growing from 9% of county employment in 2000 to 13% in
2022 (5). Home health and personal care aides are expected to see a significant 76.5% increase.
Moreover, as older residents hold onto their homes longer, the housing market may see fewer
properties available. The aging population could also lead to fewer candidates for the workforce,
potentially slowing economic growth. Additionally, declining school and college enrollment might
create a smaller talent pool for businesses, threatening the county's labor market and economy.

To address these challenges, there will be a higher demand for services like handyman work and public
transit. However, economic opportunities might arise through international trade and cultural exchange,
contributing to growth. A potential concern is the digital divide for older adults, who may have limited
access to and familiarity with digital technology, risking isolation from digital services like telehealth and
online shopping.
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