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Red Zones

The county has identified "Red Zones" that qualify for Economic Development Administration (EDA)
funding (see figure 10) (1). Red Zones are census tracts with an unemployment rate 2.0 percentage
points above the national average and an average per capita income less than 80 percent of the
national average. These zones are also considered "Disinvested Communities" and are a focus for
economic development and infrastructure investments.

In 2024, the CEDS report noted 48 Red Zones in Orange County, down from 71 between 2013 and 2018.
These areas are home to 289,752 people, or 9% of the county's population, featuring lower average
incomes of $26,951 per person and a higher unemployment rate of 9.4% in 2022.
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: Orange County Workforce and Economic Development Division. (2024). Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy (2024-2029).
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