
Figure 4. Graph from 2025 OC Equity Profile by Orange County Grantmakers & USC Dornsife.

Real Earned Income Growth for Full-Time Wage and Salary Workers 25-64, Orange County and the United States,
1979 to 2022 ($2022)

There are wide income disparities within the county. While the average per capita income in Orange
County was $51,343 in 2022, Red Zones (defined below) had a lower average per capita income (1) (2).
Some industries, such as finance and insurance, utilities, and management of companies, have the
highest average annual wages. In 2022, the industries with the largest percentage growth in average
annual wages were Administrative and Remediation, Accommodation and Food Services, and
Manufacturing. However, wages for middle- and lower-wage workers have fallen while wages grew for
higher-wage workers from 1979 to 2022. (see Figure 4) (2) (3). Lower-wage workers tend to be
Latino/a/x, Black, Native American, Pacific Islander, immigrants, and with educational attainment less
than a bachelor’s degree (see Figure 5, pg. 8). 
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Education is often touted as the great equalizer for racial inequities. Yet, among all those with a
bachelor’s degree or higher, people of color report lower hourly wages compared to White people. U.S.-
born Latino college graduates report an average hourly wage of $36 versus White college graduates
who make $50 average hourly wage (see figure 5).
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Figure 5. Graph from 2025 OC Equity Profile by Orange County Grantmakers & USC Dornsife.



The median household income of Black households in 2022 was about $88,000 compared to non-
Hispanic White households whose median income was about $118,000 (see Figure 6) (3). A community-
led survey showed that Black residents viewed affordable housing, housing insecurity, and a healthy
economy as top issues impacting their health (6) (7).

There are also wide disparities in income within the Asian community (see figure 7). Vietnamese
households have the lowest income among Asian American subgroups, with 61.0% earning $50,000 or
less. In contrast, South Asians are the highest earners, with 54.4% of households making over $135,000.
Other groups such as Filipinos (45.5%) and Chinese (41.7%) also have significant proportions in the
highest income bracket, while Japanese, Korean, and Other Asian/2+ Asian Types have diverse income
distributions with a substantial share earning above $135,000. 
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Figure 6. Median Household Income (in $2022) for Households by Race/Ethnicity, Orange County, 2022
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